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Principal’s Message  
 
Welcome to Bradner Elementary School. Bradner is a 
school steeped in tradition. Its roots reach back into 
the late 1800’s.  
 
We are a community school in the sense that many of 
our past pupils still live and work in the area, sharing a 
common bond with us. While we continue to 
remember the many traditions of the past, we work 
hard to prepare our students for the future. From our 
purposeful integration of technology to fine arts, from 
quality physical education to outdoor environmental 
and intellectual challenges, initiatives, we have a 
program designed to recognize each child as an 
individual and to meet their needs as a student.  
 
We operate with an open-door policy and welcome 
your input, as together we strive to create the best 
possible program to prepare your child for the future.  
 
Bradner Elementary Parent Advisory Council  
 
The Parent Advisory Council (PAC) advises the 
Principal and staff on parental views about school 
programs and activities. The PAC also communicates 
with parents about what is happening in the school.  
The PAC organizes activities and events such as the 
Annual Thanksgiving Turkey Trot and the Annual 
Christmas Skate Day, among other things. The main 
focus throughout the various roles is making the 
school experience the best it can be for our children. 
The success of the PAC depends on parent 
involvement.  
 
The PAC meetings are held once a month. The dates of 
the meetings are noted on-line. All parents are 
welcome.  
 
There is a strong relationship between the students, 
parents, and staff at our school which ensures that 
students have a challenging, rewarding and fulfilling 
year.  
 
The PAC for 2022-2023 is:  
 
President – Sam Brezden / Jocelyn Radom 
                  (778)823-5040 / 403-968-6210 
Vice-President – Jen Cowan (604)763-4362 
Secretary – Tamara Arden / Elyse Schroeder 
                (604)825-8525  /  778-908-2351 
Treasurer – Kori Wall / Elva Lottenbach 
                (604)768-5554 / 606-300-2835 
DPAC Rep – Mike Luzia – (604)751-6455 
Volunteer Coordinator – Melissa Yeomans 
HOT Lunch Coordinator – Melissa Yeomans 

School Goal  
 
Our school goal is:  to ensure that all students receive the 
instruction at their level that they need in order to engage in 
learning and have a successful year. 
 
 

Bradner Elementary School 

School Calendar 2022-2023 
 

- September 6th (Tuesday) - School reopens - ½ day dismissal (First Day of School) 
- September 22nd (Thursday) - Meet the Teacher – (5:00 -6:00 pm) (Tentative) 
- September 23rd (Friday) – Terry Fox Run @ 2:15 pm 
- September 28 (Wednesday) – Orange Shirt Day – “Every Child Matters”  
- September 29th (Thursday) – Non-Instructional Day #1 – NO SCHOOL  
- September 30th (Friday) – National Day for Truth & Reconciliation – NO SCHOOL  
- October 7th (Friday) - Turkey Trot @ 2:15-3:00 pm 
- October 10th (Monday) – Thanksgiving Day – NO SCHOOL 
- October 13th (Thursday) – Individual Photo Day 
- October 19th (Wednesday) – Parent/Teacher Conference ½ Day  
- October 20th (Thursday) – Parent/Teacher Conference (2 Hour Early Dismissal) 
- October 21st (Friday) – Non-Instructional Day #2 – NO SCHOOL  
- October 24th (Monday) – Dress for Diwali  
- October 31st (Monday) - Dress-up for Halloween 
- November 9th (Wednesday) - Remembrance Day Assembly - 11:00 am 
- November 10th (Thursday) – Non-Instructional Day #3 – NO SCHOOL  
- November 11th (Friday) - Remembrance Day – NO SCHOOL 
- December 2nd (Friday) – Report Card #1  
- December 14th (Wednesday) - Christmas concert [TBD] 
- December 16th (Friday) - Last day before Christmas break/Skating/wear red & Green Day 

- December 19th 2022– Jan 2nd, 2023 - (Mon-Fri 2 weeks) - Winter Vacation Christmas Holidays 

- January 3rd (Wednesday) - School re-opens 
- February 14th (Tuesday) - Valentine’s Day (Wear red/white/pink) 
- February 15th (Wednesday) – Parent/Teacher Conference (1/2 Day) 
- February 16th (Thursday) – Parent/Teacher Conference (2 Hour Early Dismissal) 
- February 17th Friday) – Non-Instructional Day #4– NO SCHOOL  
- February 20th (Monday) - BC Family Day – NO SCHOOL 
- February 22nd (Wednesday) – Pink Shirt Day 
- March 3rd (Friday) – Report Card #2 
- March 10th (Friday) - Last day before Spring Vacation 
- March 13th -24th (Monday-Friday) - Spring Vacation – NO SCHOOL 
- March 27th (Monday) – School Reopens 
- April 7th (Friday) - Good Friday – NO SCHOOL 
- April 10th (Monday) - Easter Monday – NO SCHOOL 
- April 28th (Friday) – Non-Instructional Day #5– NO SCHOOL-  
- May 19th (Friday) – Non-Instructional Day #6 - NO SCHOOL 
- May 22nd (Monday) - Victoria Day – NO SCHOOL 
- June 9th (Friday) – West Zone Track and Field Meet at Rotary Stadium (tentative) 
- June 16th (Friday) – Sports Day @ Bradner 
- June 29th (Thursday) - Last Day for Students/Year End Assembly/Final Report Cards 

- June 30th (Friday) - Year-end Closing - (Last Day for Teachers)   
 

  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Expectations for Everyone  
 
Rather than publish a list of things we shouldn’t be doing, it is more positive and productive to simply state:  

“Do what is right and considerate” 
This summarizes what we are all about at Bradner, working to provide a safe and nurturing environment for everyone. 
We expect our students to conduct themselves in an appropriate manner while at school, on their way to and from 
school, or at school sponsored functions. “Doing the right thing, at the right time, for the right reason” makes us a 
SMART Bradner Bulldog. (Safety, Manners, Attitude, Responsibility, Thoughtfulness).  
 
Introduction  
 
School boards and schools are entrusted through the School Act with authority to establish codes of conduct. While 
recognizing the autonomy of these bodies and acknowledging the efforts they have already undertaken to ensure school 
climates are as positive as possible, the provincial standards described below are provided to assist them in developing 
consistent and coherent policies and practices in their communities. Students are responsible for respecting the rights 
and dignity of others in learning environments free from discrimination as set out in the B.C. Human Rights’ Code (issues 
related to gender, race, religion, and sexual orientation) and becoming actively and productively involved in their own 
academic learning and social growth. Although most schools have codes of conduct in place, it is expected that all British 
Columbia schools will revisit existing codes and/or develop new codes of conduct reflecting the provincial standards. 
(Safe, Caring and Orderly Guide, page 15)  
 
Statement of Purpose  
 
The purpose of the Code of Conduct is to establish and maintain a safe, caring and orderly environment for purposeful 
learning at Bradner Elementary School. All students, who we believe have primary responsibility for their actions, are 
expected to follow the Code of Conduct. We encourage, teach, and model self-control and self-discipline.  
 
Student Responsibilities  
 
The following guidelines will help to ensure that all members of the Bradner community are able to learn, share ideas 
and be heard.  

1. Each individual at Bradner Elementary has the right to enjoy a safe and nurturing learning environment. It is the 
responsibility of each member of the community to maintain that safe environment.  

2. Each individual at Bradner Elementary has the right to be respected. Each individual has the responsibility to 
respect themselves and others.  

3. Each individual at Bradner Elementary has the right to a safe and clean environment. Each individual has the 
responsibility to respect both school and personal property.  

 
Conduct Expectations  
 

1. Students at Bradner must exhibit:  

S.  afety  

M. anners  

A.  ttitude  

R.  esponsibility  

T.  houghtfulness  

 

1. Students are reminded that any teacher or staff member in the school has the responsibility to correct 
inappropriate behaviour.  

2. Students will follow the classroom rules established by the teacher, with the students, for that classroom.  

3. Wherever possible, students are encouraged and expected to speak up and solve issues of conflict themselves. 
When another student says or does something to them (or another student) that is not  
right, students are expected to say “stop”. If the other student does not stop, then the student is expected to 
go and tell an adult.  
 

 



Acceptable Conduct: Acceptable Conduct is conduct that:  
 

• respects self, others and the school  

• helps to make the school a safe, caring and orderly place  

• informs a ‘tell able’ adult, in a timely manner, of incidents of bullying, harassment  
and/or intimidation  

• engages in purposeful learning activities in a timely manner  

• acts in a manner that brings credit to the school.  
 

Unacceptable Conduct: Unacceptable conduct can include the following, but this is not an all-inclusive list of 
unacceptable behaviours. Unacceptable behaviours include:  
 

• behaviours that:  
o interfere with the learning of others  
o interfere with an orderly environment  
o create an unsafe environment  

• acts of:  
o bullying, harassment and/or intimidation  
o physical violence  
o retribution against a person who has reported incidents  

• illegal acts, such as:  
o possession, use or distribution of illegal or restricted substances  
o possession or use of weapons  
o theft of, or damage to property  

 
Rising Expectations: At Bradner Elementary School, we believe that as children become older, more mature and move 
through the successive grades, we expect increasing responsibility and self-discipline from them. Consequences for 
inappropriate behaviour will increase with age.  
 
Consequences  
 
Minor Offences  
These will be handled “on the spot” by any staff member. Students will be made aware of how their actions were 
inappropriate and discuss how a better choice could have been made.  
 
Major Offences  
Major offences fall into two categories:  

1. Conduct which interferes with or threatens the orderly functioning of the school or adversely affects the well-
being of others.  

2. Conduct injurious to the safety and/or dignity of students or staff.  
 
Some examples of major offences are: physical abuse, open opposition to authority, stealing, vandalism, and continuous 
disruptive behaviour.  
 
The severity and frequency of unacceptable conduct as well as the age and maturity of students is considered in 
determining appropriate disciplinary action.  
 

• responses to unacceptable conduct are pre planned, consistent and fair  

• disciplinary action, wherever possible, is preventative and follows the principles of Restorative Action  

• students, as often as possible, are encouraged to participate in the development of meaningful consequences 
for violations in the code of conduct  

• for major offences consequences may involve one of the following:  
 

- in school suspensions  
- Out of School suspensions 
- An internal Board of Review 

 



Notification  
 
Most issues arising from classroom behaviour are handled by the classroom teacher.  
Issues are referred to the principal after consultation with the parent has not succeeded in altering the behaviour. The 
principal will advise parties of serious or continuous breaches of the code of conduct. For example:  
 

• parents of student offenders - in every instance  

• parents of the student victim - in every instance  

• school district officials - as required by School Board Policy  

• police and/or other agencies - as required by law  

• all parents - when deemed to be important to reassure members of the school community that school officials 
are aware of a serious situation or incident and are taking appropriate action to address it.  

 
Communication  
 

• District Code of Conduct/School Code of Conduct will be communicated to all students at beginning of school 
year and during school assemblies  

• District Code of Conduct/School Code of Conduct will be distributed to all parents for review  

• School Code of Conduct will be put on school website  
 
Abbotsford School District #34 Code of Conduct  
 
Expects all students to conduct themselves in a manner worthy of the respect of others:  
 

❖ be honest and forthright  
❖ treat others with respect and courtesy  
❖ respect the property of others  
❖ attend regularly and punctually  
❖ work to the best of their abilities  

 
And to promote and maintain a climate which is free of:  
 

• lying  

• cheating  

• theft  

• intimidation  

• violence  

• weapons  

• prejudicial behaviour  

• racism  

• harassment  

• illegal substances, or substances which can be abused  
 
Conduct by any student that adversely affects a school's climate or operation, including disruption of the learning 
environment, shall be considered a breach of the District Code of Conduct, warranting appropriate forms of intervention 
that may include suspension from attendance.  
 
School Arrival Time  
In order to ensure student safety and the prompt beginning of instruction, we request that students arrive before the 
warning bell of 9:05 a.m. If your child will be unavoidably late or is absent, please use SafeArrival. Students may enter 
the building at their assigned entrance door when they hear the bell (9:05 a.m.). Please ensure that your child does not 
arrive at school prior to 9:00 a.m. as outside supervision does not begin before this time.  
With SafeArrival, you are asked to report your child’s absence in advance using any of these 3 convenient methods: 

1. SchoolMessenger App 
Using your mobile device, download and install the SchoolMessenger app from the Apple App Store or the 



Google Play Store. The first time you use the app, select Sign Up to create your account. Select Attendance 
then Report an Absence. 

2. SafeArrival Website 
Using the SafeArrival website, go to: go.schoolmessenger.ca. The first time you use the website, select Sign 
Up to create your account. Select Attendance then Report an Absence. 

3. Toll-Free Phonecall  
Call 1-844-487-3701 to report an absence using the automated phone system. 

  

These options are available 24 hours/day, 7 days a week. Future absences can be reported at any time.  

In addition, we will use the SchoolMessenger automated notification system to contact parents whose child is absent 

when the absence was not reported in advance. The automated notification system will attempt to contact parents at 

multiple contact points until a reason is submitted for the absence. If our system is unable to reach the designated 

contacts, office staff will follow up.  

If you report your child’s absence in advance using the SafeArrival app, website or toll-free number you will NOT receive 

these notifications. 

We also request all adults to check in at the office and to notify staff if someone new will be picking up your child.  
If forgotten items are being dropped off at the school, please leave the item at the office so classroom instructional time 
is not interrupted. The office will ensure students receive these items in a timely manner.  
Any Parents upon entering school grounds must check-in at the school office, sign in, the time of arrival, their purpose 
on school grounds, and obtain a visitor’s pass. Upon leaving parents/visitors are to drop off their visitor badge and sign-
out at time of departure.  
 
Daily Schedule (full-time Kindergarten – Grade 5)  
 
9:05 a.m. Bell to enter school  
9:09 Classes begin  
10:45 Morning Recess (15 min.)  
11:00 Bell to enter school  
11:00 Classes resume  
12:15 p.m. Bell - Lunch Eating (15 min.) 
12:30 p.m. Bell - Noon Recess (30 min.)  
1:00 Bell - Classes Begin pm  
3:05 Bell for Dismissal  
 
Entrance/Exit Doors  
 
Each classroom has an assigned entrance/exit door to be used: morning, recess, lunch and after school. If a brother or 
sister needs to meet their sibling after school, meet them at their entrance door.  
 
Outdoor Days  
 
Students should be outside for the entire recess and lunch unless they are involved in a supervised indoor activity. 
Please make sure your child is dressed appropriately for the colder, wet weather. (eg. hat for any rain)  
 
Indoor Days  
 
Students should find a quiet activity to do in their classroom. A PA announcement will tell students if it is an inside day 
or a choice day. On choice days, children must be dressed appropriately to go outside.  
 
Lunch Time  
 
Lunch time supervision is provided by paid parent supervisors and the principal. Eating lunch at school is a privilege. If 
there are any behaviour problems, students will lose this privilege.  
 
We expect the same manners and behaviour that would be expected in a nice restaurant. We expect students to:  



- talk quietly  
- remain seated  
- clean up after themselves  
- treat each other and the school with respect  

 
Please send a good balanced lunch to school. Students need the energy to do good work at school in the afternoon. Do 
not send dry noodle packages for lunch - they can cause children to choke. No gum, soda pop or chocolate bars (as per 
the Abbotsford School District Policy on Nutrition).  
 
As much as possible, please pack children’s snacks in reusable containers. This will help reduce the litter around the 
school. We emphasize a litter-free environment, and that each student will be expected to take responsibility for 
maintaining it. 
 
Playground Supervision  
 
Teacher supervision starts at 9:00 a.m. Please do not send your children to school before that time. Children must go 
home as soon as they are dismissed by the classroom teacher or sports coach. A teacher is on duty (at the front of the 
school), until all bus students have been picked up.  Children are not allowed to play on the Adventure Playground 
equipment after 3:05 p.m. on school days unless supervised by a parent.  
 
Home and School Communication  
 
Teachers welcome frequent communication with parents. Feel free to contact the school to set up a suitable time to talk 
about your questions or concerns. 
  
Bradner Website  
 
Please check the website blog, upcoming events, and announcement page for all school information. 
https://bradner.abbyschools.ca/ 
 
Reporting on Student Progress  
 
The Ministry of Education requires teachers to report five times a year to parents on their child’s progress: three formal 
reports and two interim reports. Conferences occur throughout the year.  
 
• The formal reports are the traditional report cards. The interim reports are short reports on the student’s progress.  
• A parent/teacher conference is scheduled for all students after the first formal report. After the second formal report, 
time is available for another conference. Parents can request a meeting with teachers whenever a need arises.  
 
Intermediate Letter Grades  
 
We currently use Competency based report cards in all grades.  Competencies are assessed on a 4 point scale. 

Primary Students and their Development  
 
Primary students are encouraged to feel confident that they can and will learn. Teachers and parents will never know all 
that a child knows, thinks and can do. At best, the report card is a snapshot of a child’s growth and development in 
relation to the five goals of the Primary Program.  
 
• Aesthetic and Artistic Development  
• Physical Development  
• Emotional and Social Development  
• Intellectual Development  
• Development of Social Responsibility  
 
As young children grow, development of understanding and skills are very individual and do not happen in a lockstep 
sequential manner. Growth and development may advance quickly at times and may appear to be slow, or even regress, 
at other times.  

https://bradner.abbyschools.ca/


Interviews and Conferences  
 
If you would like to meet with a teacher regarding your child’s progress, please contact the teacher to make an 
appointment. The sooner concerns are addressed, the better we can help your child.  
Teachers often call parents in regard to information about a child’s progress. We encourage parents to call as well if 
they have a question or concern. A quick conversation may often clarify a concern or misunderstanding.  
 
If the telephone call does not clarify concern or misunderstanding, then please follow the following steps:  
 
Step 1: Start with the person whose action has given rise to the concern or problem. This is the person who can best 
address your concern.  
Step 2: If you need further assistance with your concern, your school administrator is there to help.  
Step 3: If you feel your concerns are not resolved, contact an Assistant Superintendent at 604-859-4891.  
Step 4: Appeal in writing to the Board of School Trustees. *Appeals Bylaw available from Secretary-Treasurer’s office.  
 
When Children Are ill  
 
Children must not be sent to school if there are signs of ill health in the morning. Sick children need to stay home until 
they are feeling better. We have neither the facilities nor the personnel to care for sick children. Good health is 
necessary for effective learning. Students who are ill should receive proper medical attention and should not attend 
school until their health has improved.  
 
Students who become ill during the day are to inform their teacher. Our policy is to get students who are ill home as 
soon as possible. Our practice will be to call parents and ask that the student be picked up as soon as possible. If a 
parent is unable to come immediately, the parent must make an alternative arrangement. For this reason, it is 
important that parents keep work and emergency phone numbers current.  
 
Medical Conditions  
 
If your child has been identified with any type of serious medical condition with supportive medical documentation 
(such as Anaphylaxis, Diabetes, Epilepsy, bee allergies) please let the school office know (as per School District Policy AP 
327 – Medical Alert Conditions).  
 
Medication for Students 
 

On occasion we have been asked by a parent to ensure their child receives emergency medication. Please be aware that 
in order to do so, we require the completion of the AP 328-1 Request for Administration of Medication at School Form, 
by the prescribing Physician. 
 
 After School Reminder  
 

Students must go directly home after school to report in. They are not allowed to remain in or around the school area 
unsupervised. Your help in reviewing these expectations is appreciated.  
 
Bicycle Safety  
 

Parents are asked to review bicycle safety with their children. Students must wear bicycle helmets and make sure their 
bicycles are safe. Bikes must be walked on school grounds and parked and secured with a lock in the bike racks.  
 
Rollerblades/Skateboards/Heely Use/Bicycles  
 

Students are not allowed to ride, roller blade, skateboard or use wheeled shoes on school grounds.  
 
Emergency Response Drills  
 

Fire, earthquake, and lockdown drills are held on a regular basis throughout the year to practice student safety 
procedures.  
 



Bradner has two staff members trained in first aid. If your child is seriously injured at school, you will be contacted 
immediately.  
 
In the event of a natural disaster, your child will remain at school until parents are contacted and appropriate 
arrangements can be made.  
 
Leaving School Grounds  
 
Safety issues are of foremost concern and therefore students are not to leave the school grounds unless the office has 
been notified first. After the office has been notified, students may leave the school grounds if accompanied by a parent 
or responsible adult.  
 
Parent Volunteers  
 

Parent Volunteers help make our school a better place. Please let us know if you can volunteer some time in the library, 
in the classroom, or with any kind of fundraising. A Volunteer Form is sent home every September, please complete and 
return to your classroom teacher.  A completion of a Criminal Record Check is also a pre-requisite to Volunteering.  
Criminal Record Checks are good for 5 years. 
 
Classroom Expectations  
 

Each teacher explains rules and expectations, for their classrooms, at the beginning of the school year, and revisits them 
throughout the year as necessary.  Classroom rules may vary slightly from teacher to teacher, but expectations and 
consequences will be inline with the conduct expectations and consequences described on page 3.  
 
Homework Policy  
 
No Homework Policy 

• unfinished work 

• routines for practice and review 
Although there is no official homework policy, getting into a regular routine of practicing and reviewing will help your 
child in future years.  Completing unfinished work, reviewing for quizzes and practicing weekly spelling words, along 
with nightly home reading, are all great ways to do this. 
 
Planners 
 
Signing the planner is a requirement in your child’s class.  The planner also serves as a communication log between 
school and home.  Please feel free to write notes to the teacher in the planner.  Our teachers also will use email and 
Seesaw to communicate with families. 
 
Telephone Use by Students  
 

We discourage student use of our school phone in all, but EMERGENCY SITUATIONS. Only for important reasons will 
students be permitted to use the school telephone. School phones cannot be used by students to make plans for after 
school activities with their friends, this should be done at home the day before.  
 
Personal Property (valuable items at school)  
 

Cell phones and Smartphones, tablets and handheld devices using mobile operation systems, other electronic devices 
that facilitate communications (either verbal, visual or text), are NOT to be brought to school (as per School District 
Policy AP 323 – Handheld Devices). If these items are brought to school, they are to be turned off during the day and not 
to be taken outside at recess or lunch.  
 
Toys and expensive items should not be brought to school since they often lead to problems between students. We ask 
your cooperation in having children keep such items at home unless they are specifically requested by the teacher. 
Bradner Elementary is not responsible for any lost or broken items.  
 
Children should not bring money to school unless specifically required by the teacher or to purchase an  



item during a bake sale or popcorn day. Lending and borrowing money is not allowed.  
 

The school will NOT be responsible for lost or stolen items.  
 
Student Dress Code  
 
Students will use common sense and good taste in dressing for school. School should be viewed as a place of business. 
The guidelines include:  
 

1. Shoes are to be worn at all times. Students are required to have a pair of outside shoes and a pair of non-
marking indoor running shoes for the gym and classroom. Due to health concerns, bare feet are not permitted 
at any time.  

2. Extremes are to be avoided (too tight, too short, too little, too much).  

3. Hats and head covers are not to be worn indoors.  

4. Spaghetti strap tops, beach wear, open midriff tops and clothes that have been torn or cut in any way are not 
considered appropriate school attire.  

5. Articles of clothing that display vulgar, offensive or suggestive slogans, alcohol related and/or offensive pictures 
will not be acceptable.  

6. Tops must adhere to the ‘3 finger rule’ (straps are to be 3 fingers wide covering undergarment straps). Tops 
should not be lower than the clavicle.  

 
Field Trips - Field Studies approved parent volunteer drivers 
 
Field trips are an important way to enhance curriculum delivery. Notices outlining the time, place and purpose of field 
trips will be sent home during the year. Donations may be requested, or students may also fundraise, but no child shall 
be prevented from attending a field trip due to financial constraints. Transportation may be provided by school district 
buses, Charter bus or parent drivers. All drivers are responsible for complying with all child restraint requirements. 
Booster seats are for children over 18 kg. (40 lbs) until they are 9 years old unless they have reached the height of 145 
cm (4’9” tall). If you are a parent volunteer driver and are driving children, you must ensure that they are transported in 
an age/weight/height appropriate child restraint (as per the Motor Vehicle Act and School District Policy AP 308 – 
Curricular and Extra-curricular Activities).  
 
Many of our Field Studies can only occur thanks to our parent volunteers offering their time to help facilitate the 
learning.  As this is such an important component of any field-study, we cannot have siblings (younger or older) 
accompany any volunteer facilitator.  School District Policy also prohibits students not registered with the Abbotsford 
School District to ride on our school buses. 
 
After School Events  
 
Extra-curricular games/events usually start around 3:45 p.m. and end at 4:30 p.m. We encourage other students to 
watch the games, however, we will follow the rule “once you are in the gym, you remain in the gym.” Spectators need 
to have informed parents and have a ride home. Parents are always welcome to cheer on the Bulldogs. Arrangements 
for team games at other schools are made by the coaches.  
 
When students go to other schools, they are representatives of Bradner Elementary; we expect excellent behaviour and 
sportsmanship. When students are watching a game at our school or other schools, they are encouraged to cheer on the 
teams that are playing. Students will be asked to leave if they show poor sportsmanship or are disrespectful. Your 
cooperation in reinforcing this at home would be appreciated.  
 
Parents will be responsible for getting their child to after school events, in most cases. 
 
Parents: please be on time to take students to the game and to pick them up after the game.  
 
Bus Behaviour  
 
It is of utmost importance that students are on their best behaviour while traveling on the bus. Students behaving 
inappropriately are not only a danger to others, but to themselves, as well. The bus driver will explain the rules at the 



beginning of each year. Students not following the rules may be suspended from the bus, depending on the seriousness 
of the situation. If your child is going to a friend’s house after school, please send a note along for the bus driver and 
advise the teacher.  
 
 
Supplies and Textbooks  
 
You have the option of the Parent Advisory Council providing your students with their basic school  
supplies or purchasing the supplies yourself. The PAC sends an order form home in May, payment to the Bradner PAC 
accompanies the completed order form.  
 
Students are loaned textbooks during the year. Intermediate students often have individual books worth $70. Students 
are asked to treat these books with care as they will be charged for textbooks that are damaged or not returned.  
 
Lost and Found  
 
Frequently items such as clothing, gym strip or binders are mislaid. If the items are labeled with names, it greatly assists 
in their speedy return. A lost and found box is kept in the hall for mislaid items and we encourage students and parents 
to check this box if something has been misplaced. Periodically, we take the lost and found items to charity. Smaller 
items, such as keys and jewelry, are normally kept in the office.  
 
Home Reading Program  
 
To succeed in today’s world, it is important that your child learns to read well. At Bradner, becoming a competent 
reader is one of our school goals and we encourage daily home reading as a means to help accomplish this. Students will 
be asked to read and record a set number of minutes every month, for our Home Reading program.  Students who 
participate will have their names entered to win monthly prizes. 
 
Fostering Success In School  
 
Parents often want to know what they can do to help their child become a better student. These practical ideas should 
help your child have a successful year.  
 

1. Ensure that your child eats healthy meals (especially breakfast), gets enough sleep and plenty of daily exercise.  

2. Pack your child a nutritious lunch and snacks. Pop will not be permitted at school.  

3. Take time to listen and talk to your child daily by asking him/her to tell you a story or describe something that 
happened to them.  

4. Encourage reading on a daily basis, both by modeling and reading together. Have plenty of books available for 
your child to read and go to the library regularly.  

5. Carefully select TV shows and computer games to ensure that there is a balance which includes reading and 
play as well.  

6. Encourage your child to write. They can make lists, write letters or notes.  

7. Ensure that your child has an appropriate place to complete homework assignments.  

8. Actively support your child in completing their assignments on time.  

9. Believe that teachers are dedicated to teaching your child and work with them in a constructive manner.  

10. Ensure your child arrives on time for school, punctuality is a skill that is related to success.  
 
Student Services and Programs  
 

•District Team Services  
 
A district team is available to help students. It includes specialists such as a psychologist, a speech therapist, counselor 
and a teacher of the hearing impaired, amongst others. If you feel that your child needs any of these services, please 
discuss a referral with the classroom teacher or the principal.   
 
 
 



• Learning Assistance Program  
 
Learning Assistance (L.A.) supports students who are working in the regular classroom and need extra help from a 
specialist teacher. Referrals are made by the classroom teacher to the School Based Team, which includes teacher 
representatives and the principal, to determine Learning Assistance placements.  
 

• ELL (English Language Learners) Program  
 
The English Language Learning (ELL) program helps children develop their English language skills. ELL teachers do four 
things, depending on students’ individual needs and development:  
 

- monitor the progress of all ELL students.  
- work with children in small groups to support their learning. 
- work with students in the classroom to support learning. 
- help teachers with classroom programs.  

 
• Library Program  

 
We encourage children to visit our school library regularly. Our collection of books and magazines is growing.  
 

- Classes have regularly scheduled library periods and teachers can schedule additional times.  
- Students can take out one or two books at a time depending on their age level. Books may be kept out  

for one week. Lost and damaged books must be paid for.  
- We would like to increase our collection of library books. If you have any books, that are in good  

condition, and would like to donate them to the library, please bring them into the school office.  
 
Counseling  
 
Our school counselor works with students, staff and parents addressing preventative, developmental and crisis issues. 
Our counselor works with students as individuals, in small groups and in whole classes and is available to parents and 
staff members for in-service.  
 
Physical Education  
 
Students participate in a wide variety of fitness, physical education activities. All students require running shoes, 
students in grades 4 & 5 are expected to wear running shoes and have gym strip which consists of a pair of shorts and t-
shirt and is separate from those that were worn to school that day. Children with long hair should have their hair pulled 
back and out of their eyes for safety reasons.  
 
Bradner Elementary’s Physical Education Program emphasizes active living through participation in a variety of 
movement activities including games, gymnastics, dance and team sports.  
 
These are the P.E. guidelines:  
 

• Kindergarten - Grade 3 students do not change clothing for P.E.; however, they are expected to dress 
comfortably in layers, and to have proper indoor runners with non-marking soles. When P.E. is held outside, 
children wear their outside shoes, which should be sturdy runners (no sandals or crocs).  

• Students in Grades 4-5 are expected to have proper gym clothing to change into: T-shirt, shorts, and indoor 
runners with non-marking soles. When P.E. is held outside, children wear their outside shoes, which should be 
sturdy runners. Students must keep their gym clothing, and hair ties, in a cloth bag at school from Monday to 
Friday.  

• Students are expected to remove jewelry before class for safety reasons. Small stud or post-style earrings and 
small hoops are acceptable for most activities.  

• Children with long hair should have their hair pulled back and out of their eyes for safety reasons.  

• Full participation in all aspects of the program is expected. If medical reasons prohibit your child from 
participating, please send a brief note with your child on that day or for the time period involved.  

 



Emergency Closure of Schools  
 
Schools will be closed to ensure the greatest possible level of safety for students and staff during emergency situations 
which could include: Pandemics, bomb threats, gas leaks, fire, smoke, power failure, extreme weather situations, 
earthquakes and other causes that may endanger students and staff. Public announcements affecting the closure of any 
school(s) will be made only by the superintendent or designate. This information will be provided to media outlets by 
6:00 a.m.  
For the purposes of announcing emergency closures prior to the opening of schools, the following radio stations will be 
contacted, and the level of school closure noted:  
 

- STAR FM 98.3 on the FM dial   - Punjabi Radio 1550 on the AM dial  
- Country FM 107.1 on the FM dial   - Red FM 93.1 on the FM dial  
- CBC 690 on the AM dial (or 97.7 FM)  - JACK 96.9 on the FM dial  
- CKNW 980 on the AM dial    - City TV  
- News 1130     - Abbotsford News  
-  

Information will also be available via the media at www.abbynews.com ,  the district website at www.abbyschools.ca, 

our “Abby Schools” app, and via social media on the school district Facebook page 

https://www.facebook.com/AbbotsfordSD or the school district Twitter account https://twitter.com/abbotsfordsd  

Parents and staff will be notified of school closures by automated phone message using the School Messenger 

messaging system.  Parents/guardians and staff who want to also receive text messages from the Abbotsford School 

District must op-in by texting the word JOIN to 56360 from the mobile phone they wish to receive text messages on. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

--------Please tear off and return to your classroom teacher------------ 

 
I have read the student handbook and reviewed the information with my son/daughter,  
 
 

 
Student’s Name       Parent’s Name  
 
 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Student’s Signature      Parent’s Signature  
 
 
Date: ________________________  Div._____________  Teacher: ________________________________  
   

 RETURN THIS PAGE TO YOUR CLASSROOM TEACHER  

http://www.abbynews.com/
http://www.abbyschools.ca/
https://www.facebook.com/AbbotsfordSD
https://twitter.com/abbotsfordsd

